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1 IHE following ſheets having been put 


1 into the hands of the Publiſber, by the 
Keeper of Winthefter Goal, and ordered to be 
printed at the requeſt of the Convict z the pub⸗ 

lic may rely on the authenticity of the facts 

therein related. But as ſpurious copies will moſt ' 

likely be printed in different parts of the king · 
dom, the public are requeſted to obſerve, that | 
none are genuine, unleſs figned in the hand 

writing of _ $4 
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5 HEN; we . reflect upon the vas 

rious proceedings and enterptiſes of 

ä er man, w we. e find him in many inſtan⸗ * 

ces an almoſt eee being, delights 
ing in ſchemes of the moſt arduous nature, and 

governed by whim or caprice in the conducting ; 
of them. In theſe abe it is chat we find in ng 


| genius, or the 8 of reſolving and the Y 
more we endeavour to baffle the incitementg of | 
 - Paſſion, the more formidable rt * _ 4 
force: we have to nem. . ee 11 
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Whether the above reflections are verified, or 
ot; in the following ſheets, certain it is, that 
the tranſaction before us is of the moſt extraor- 
dinary nature, derived as much from the incli- 
nation and propenſity of the mind, as from 


the hope of glory, and proſpect of reward. 


It was ſuggeſted by a mixture. of enthuſiaſm 


and ambition, utterly unaccountable. An en- 


terpriſe the more likely to ſucceed, as, in its na- 
ture, it was new and unprecedented. No event 


that I can recolle& in hiſtory, bears ſo near a re- 
. ſemblance to the preſent, as RavIILIAc's fa- 
mous aſſaſſination of the king of France. I can- 
Not, however, but remark this material difference, 


that the one could only deprive'a people of their 
ſovereign, while the other threatened little leſs 


than the annihilation of both king and people, 


and of the EN commercial - empire in 


Europe. 
How happy it is than \ for ue t Britain, that 


ſo miſchievous a plot has been detected; and 


what abundant thanks are due to that All- 


gracious providence, whoſe interpoſing hand di- 


fected to a timely diſcovery. Every man who 
has the welfare of his country at heart, muſt be 


ſtimulated with juſt reſentment againſt the ne- 
farious 


* ww 
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4 abettors of chis deteſtable ſcheme, the 
promoters of ſo abominable and "ue an * 


1 e 


The agent er this, as wall a as | of moſt other 
deſperate undertakings, ſeems to have been a- 
tuated by neither fear nor remorſe. Hardened 
by the commiſſion of a long train of capital of- 
fences; miſled by the idea of embarking in a 
——_—= cauſe, and lured by the proſpect of re. 
ward, and the ambition of becoming great, no 
obſtacles retarded his progreſs; ; and whatever 
difficulties he met with in the perpetration of 
his villainy, he found means to evade by the 
* and ſullenneſs of his diſpoſition. 1 


T he fume e of temper was remark- * 
able throughout his whole confinement, and at- 
tended him almoſt to his laſt moments, not- 
_ withſtanding the admonitions of ſeveral pecking, 
who exhorted him to repentance, and a con- 
feſſion of his crime. The terrors of death, the 
awfulneſs of eternity, and a ſenſe of his enor- 
mous guilt, ſeem at laſt to have got the better 
of his ſtubbornneſs, to have awakened him to 
repentance, and that voluntary confeſſion, Which 
he i . be of * importance to the 

OY public, 


* 
Be Ne. 
, 
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4 e 48 in ſome meaſure 0e for the 
2 of. his atrocious crimes... 1 
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It is here to br e how ee e 5 


: and wonderful it was, that a man of ſo fubtil 
and reſerved a turn of mind, ſhould, as it were, 


be inſtantaneouſly. . prejudiced in favour ef a 


|  Rtranger, and ſo much off his guard, as to male 
a voluntary and formal declaration of his whole 


proceedings l a declaration which put his life 


into che hands of another; and which, in fact, 


. exlewicies are to be feared from the walevo- 8 


was the chief evidence that amounted to convie- 
tion. Herein we perceive - the .inconſiftency 
of human nature, or rather the ſupernatu- 
| ral effects of providence, which in the wiſdom 
| of its diſpenſations has aſſigned the wicked to 


ren. 


4 


uch might be faid concerning the nature 


I of this conuexion. If held to view in the dreſs 
of friendſhip and brotherly affection, what ept- 
| chets might not be caſt upon the ſervile hypo- 
crite, who forfeiting the ties of honour and con · 
| fidence, ſperts with the life of his credulous 


Friend, But when the intereſt, when the ſafety 
of a nation is at ſtake, and when the greateſt 


ſence 
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lence of one man, is it not meritorious, by an 


means, to diſcover the treachery, and by:a - 


_ timely interpoſition prevent its fatal conſequen- 
ces? Matters of this delicacy, however, I ſhall 


leave to the determination of athers; it will be 


ſufficient for me to remark, that the ſubtiley; 
and ſhrewdneſs of the offender, beſpoke him the 
man of ability, while his nn _— no 


you dey him ado; e yin Mp . 9 


| Without: cs; at e ary: 


obſervations, we ſhall proceed to a detail. of thoſe 


remarkable facts, which will characteriſe - this 


man's life to diſtant ages. And ſuppoſing the 


curioſity of the public: to he better gratified by 
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having the whole as related by the convict, 
himſelf ; great care has rn in | copying ; 


the original; "Re - 58010 
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Tris with difficuley [ have prevailed wich _— 


. ſelf to make this confeſſion, The largeneſs- | 


of my ſtubborn heart will ſcarce ſuffer me to 


telent. And tho' I am ſenſible of the heinouſ- 


nels of my crimes, and have earneſtiy prayed | 


for r grace and repentance, ” 1 find mere fo | 


: 5 little 
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q lirtle ſoftened by it, that I fear my fins « are tod 
. i: el 
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bo 7 "TUM my firſt N at Edinburgh in ; Soon: 
land. My father, David Arrkzx, was a white- 
| ſmith; which buſineſs he for many years carried 
aon in a creditable way. I was brought up in the 
| perſuaſion of a proteſtant diſſenter; and being 
che only ſon, was treated with that paternal af- 
fection, which, by gratifying all my deſires, be- 
got in me the moſt ſtubborn and obdurate diſ-' 
_ 
» F 
* . years of age I was e in Her- 
riot's hoſpital * at Edinburgh, a charitable foun- 
dation of the ſame kind with. Chriſt's hoſpital 
in London; where continuing for ſix years, and 
having the advantage of a liberal education, and 


* Herriot's Hoſpital is a 3 ſtructure, ſitu- 
ated upon an eminence, on one ſide of the Graſs Mar- 
ket, oppoſite the Caſtle, in Edinburgh. It was found- 
ed by George Herriot, jeweller to King James the VI. 
of Scotland, who left ſeven thouſand pounds fterling, 
for the maintenance and education of the children of 
reduced merchants and tradeſmen of that city. It was 
built upon the plan of Inigo Jones, conſiſting of an 
exact ſquare, with piazzas all round, built with free- 
tone, embelliſhed with carved-work, and adorned 
with en and tutrets. A ſtatue of the founder as 
ks | | large 
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3 JAMES AIT KEN. 13 
a natural taſte for drawing, I was at the age f 
. fifteen apprenticed In 

iy of Edinburgh. eek 


Whether it was that my n to chi. 

. buſineſs was ſo great, or that having an indul. 
gent maſter, and all my deſires gratified at homg, F 
that ſatisfied me under this ſeven years engage 
ment; be that as it may; I ſerved the whole of * 
my apprenticeſhip, much to my own wee and 
to the 2 of my maſte. 5-4 
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l leifure hours: were —_—_ employed: in 
W The moſt favourite ſubjects were of 
the marvellous kind; ſuch as the deſperate ex- 

peditions and engagements of brave men both 
by ſea and land. The heroes of antiquity had ; 
before made up a part of my a, The 


| Jarge as life, fiends. in 2 mia over the inſide of the 
gate, The entry is by an eaſy aſcent through three 
ſpacious courts ; the apartments for the maſters and 
ſcholars are neat and cpmmodious ; the gardens are 
large, apd well diſpoſed in delightful walks and 
grottos : in a word, this Hoſpital has all the appear- 
ance of a royal ode; The magiſtrates of the city as 
the perpetual guardians of this noble charity, by which 
dne hundred and thirty boys are conſtantly fed, cloathed 
and educated. See malle 's ge W all oa. 5 
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| | | . of Rome, Grieg and: Athens, 


had their place in my mind; and I can't ſay 


ſome Sent eee wy 


: 1 
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; " writers, all publications of an anti-miniſterial 
turn, which inveighed at monarchical govern- 
ment, were the moſt pleaſing ; particularly Dr. 


[>the higheſt 1 
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| Ing my indentures given me, I. ſet off, with a 
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vented him from placing me in buſineſs under 
his own eye, as was his original intention. His 
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to make proviſion for me equal to the notions 1 
Had entertained. I had very early contracted an 
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| affairs of my father, I had yet hopes of procur- 
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but Lfelt from thence the deſire of RT ue 


8 7 "Oy modem writers, cartitulerly" on tlie 
BP een of religion and politicks, Voltaire was 
my favourite 5 whoſe works I have read with | 
| wncommon ſatisfaction. Among time-ſerving 


Price's Tract, of which 1 have ann eee 


I et the expiration fs my | appredcceſtip, hoy: 


mind thus prepared, to ſeek my fortune. That 
; before Joſt my father, whoſe. ſudden” death pre. 


(circumſtances were ſuch as could not enable him 
nch for the ſervice, and notwithſtanding the 


ing a commiſſion in the land forces. Lapplied : 
3 to 


ann . 

. ; 9 - * yy v3 SS 
? * P * * & * 
— 3 * 


IAM ES AITEK FEN. 1 1 
to my mother to aſſiſt in importuning my friends : 
and relations to ſerve me in this particular. Butt 
our endeavours were vain, and I ſaw the object 

of my ambition beyond my reach.” I therefore, ' 1 
in a fit of reſentment, embarked for London . 4 
with all the monies I could ſcrape together, not 
doubting but I ſhould get into ſome cy | 
1 before it was all gears ee ee "4 


* * 


n my e! in en metropelia, 1 5 
plied to people in the painting way, and imme- 
diately got into employ. But buſineſs not long 
agreeing with my inclination, and having formed 
an acquaintance with ſome extravagant young: 
men, by whom I was led into all manner of 
vice and debauchery, I ſoon found the laſt far | F 
thing of my little pittance expended. | In this 
condition, deſerted by my companions, ani wy, 

a ſtrange country, I determined to relieve a 4 3 
on the highway. I accordingly provided myſelf 
with piſtols, and without the leaſt concern, or 
apprehenſion of danger, proceeded to Finchley”: 
Common. Perceiving a poſt chaiſe, I made up 

to it, and with a diſcharge of one of my mper 
demanded them to ſtop. My ſucceſs in the firſt 
attack, tempted me to proceed, ſo that before 
midnight c came on, 1 had robbed ſeveral carages' | 

2 - | | and 
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and 1 latent and upon the wle bad 85 
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| 25 


1 if to 3 with great. bai 
4 heart, and finding out my old companions, 
informed them I had juſt received a large ſum of 


, money. They congratulated me upon my good 
fortune, and readily took me again into their 


party. 1 obſerved myſelf advertiſed, and an 
exact deſcription of my perſon and dreſs in all 


the papers. It was therefore my firſt care to 
ä change my clothes, and make every alteration . 


in my perſon I could poſſibly deviſe ; and it was 


3 * fortune to cape undiſcovered. 


* This "a of caſh was too o eaſily 5 to 


5 huſbanded with prudence. My own exceſs 
and that of my companions, ſoon reduced me to 
the laſt ſhilling; after which, highway robberies, 


private thefts, and ſhop-lifting, was my common 

employment; till at length dreading the conſe- 
quences of a detection, or of being betrayed by 
ſome of my companions, 1 determined to ſeize | 


52 firſt * of . the Kingdoms - 


1 had 5 made myſelf pretty 3 in 
de cuſtoms and enen of moſt bediene but 


2 N A _t E 8 A (ET. K E N. 5 * 
Was at a toſs, which to make choice of for my 
adventure. Among the reſt, America preſented: 
itſelf to my imagination, and. I readily: be- 
lieved it would turn out maſt to my advantage. 4 
It alſo occurred to me, that T might eaſily pro 
cure a paſſage, by entering} into the ſervice of 
ſome nn, mans or "CURE wing” | 
ther 0 19%, | 


[4 
* $ * 
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With this view, I threw [myſelf as much aa 
poſſible in the way of people trading to thoſe 
colonies, and it was not long before the defired 
opportunity preſented itſelf. Hearing of a vel. 
ſel bound to America, I made application to 
the maſter, captain John Robertſon, who took. 
me into his ſervice ; but not having money o 
provide myſelf with ſuch things as were ne- 
ceſſary for the voyage; I éindented myſelf to 
him till ſuch time as I ſhould pay him twenty. a 
four pounds Virginia money, and then Was to I 
RATE my full liberty. = 


1 after my arrival i in Virginia, captain! 
Robertſon having. taken i in a freight for Eng+ 
land, confi gned | me over to one Mr. Graham 

of J. ames Town, to whom I was either to pay 
* the een ür * or ſerve it out in . 2 


1e TER LIE o 
5 bor But as it was never my interition to re 
main longer with the captain than fuited- my 
corveniency, I immediately after his departure 
| quired the fervice of Mr. Graham, and travelled 
up the country through Maryland, till I arrived 
at Philadelphia. From thence I went to Am- 
= boy, and got employment in the painting-buſi- - 
8 neſs 5 but hearing there was better encourage- _ 
ment at New York, I made the beſt of my way 
to that city, where I received better wages, and 
remained very well ſatisfied for a conſiderable 
} . Upon hearing of the riots at Boſton, the reſt- 
'Y leflveſs of my diſpoſition would not ſuffer me to 
remain any longer at New Vork; and meeting 
iq with a companion whoſe curioſity was equally 
z excited with my own, we agreed to ſet out to- 
1 gether for that place; and J cannot deny being 
very active in thoſe riots, particularly in ſinking 
1 the tea, and infulting the friends of government, 
ia which I did not eſcape the notice of many 
8 Principal perſons among the Americans. 


41 


5 When 1 heard of the armaments FR; _ in 
| Great Britain againſt America, and the expecta - 
if tion of a Britiſh fleet at Boſton, 1 thought it ad- ; 
* "hu able to leave the place, therefore took the op- 

paggunity 


K. 
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portunity of a veſſel, and went to North Caro: | 
ina, where meeting with another veſſel bound. 

to England, I got leave. to work my W 
and arrived at Liverpool! in May. 1775. 


* ſoon as 1 had landed, hevinit 6 no yaoi, 1 
enliſted into a recruiting party, and received. 
twenty-ſix ſhillings, with which, in a few days I - 
deſerted, intending to go to Shrewſbury., In my 
way between Warrington and Holmes Chapel in 
Lancaſhire, I broke into a little ſhop which I ob- 
ſerved by the road-fide, and ſtole ſeyeral hand- 
| kerchiefs, ſome ſtockings, and about twenty 
ſhillings in money. By the time left Shrews- 
bury, my money was nearly exhauſted, upon 
which I broke into a ſhop, and robbed it of a 
quantity -of half-pence and about five ſnillings 
in ſilver, and I made off in the night for] Bir- 
wien E 


Soon after 1 arrived. at Birminghudy. Lorle 
to a painter of that place for employment, and 
promiſed to go the next day, to work but not 
finding it likely to agree with my inclination, 
having done nothing at it for a long time, I never 
called afterwards. I purchaſed a piſtol and ſeve · 
ral pick- locks, intending to follow a more profit · 
able buſineſs, and after pilfering a number of 

| 8 3 . ſfhopy, 


by Y 7 1 LIFE QF: . -* 
mops, which 1 made excuſes to go into, I left 
Birmingham and took the road to Coventry. In 
my way to that city 1 broke open a houſe in 4 7 
little town a few miles from it, I believe it was 
if called Meriden, where I ſtole a great quantity of 
eee ſix-pence in ſilver, and ſome half- 
12 Na e which before N 1 reached 


4 
* Y * 
VS 


on my ins at wen Fa 809 with-another = 
| rating party, into which I alſo enliſted. 
teceived half a guinea earneſt, with which I ab- 
| fronded, about three o'clock in the morning, 
| leaving my comrades aſleep in bed. vent to a 


i L wereted the handlerckiefs, and ſet off with Per 
on my way towards London; and being ſoon af- 
8 eerwards overtaken by a ſtage; I prevailed with 
| ; the coachman to give me a lift to Daventry. 
From hence I walked to St. Albans, and in my 
vay robbed one man on horſeback of ſeven ſhil- - 
ungs and ten-pence, and another on foot of three 

at | thillings. From St. Albans I took the ſtage to 
London for fear of being purſued ; and as ſoon. 
as] arrived, I went to a pawa-broker and fold: 
1 the handkerchiefs, Gee. for. —_ one n 1 
* _ . 8 i 


he Inte Irr- ©» 
1 continued i in London almoſt four r months, 
| where 1 got into connexion with ſome \ women of 
| the town, which led. me to commit a nümber 0¹ 


ſtreet robberies for my ſupport. 1 alſo broke ; 
open a houſe at Kenſington, and committed feve- 


ral robberies 1 0 the outſkirts of London. 5 


18 e 518 1 


. 2 


In March 7578. 4 4 vent to Cambridge, being 
Nearful of ſtaying In London any longer, an 
having a deſire to ſee that univerſity. In my 

way I robbed three people 1 met with on foot, 
and juſt before I reached Cambridge 1 ſtopped : #7 
chaiſe; but there being no perſon in it, E robbed 
the driver of a ſhilling, which I afterwards found 
to be a braſs one. I had not been at Cambridge 
long; befofe the want of money obliged me to 
break open a ſhop, out of which I ſtole twenty⸗ 4 
ſeven ſhillings in ſilver, and about three ſhillings 
in half. penbe. From Cinibridge I made a circle 
round the northern part of England, and robbed 
as I went to ſupport myſelf. In my way backe to 4 
London, 1 ſtopped at Colcheſter, and ſoon after- 
_ wards'enliſted into the'r3th' regiment of foot, in 
which Ire mained ſome time, ſuppoſing the 
change of cloaths would prevent my being appre- 
hended for ſome or other of mee rob- 
Nippon e 211.797 90. 
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ampton, heron all ch places 1 ren | 

il ſeveral rabberies on the highway. Fre rom South- 7 
4 ampton 1. went to Romſey, where I brake open 
N the houſe of one Mr. Newman, a glazier, and 
| ſtole two diamonds uſed to cut glaſs, and ſeveral 
other things. With theſe I made the beſt of my 
il way through Wincheſter to Baſingſtoke, intend- 

lk ing to return to London. Going over a down | 
If pear Baſingſtoke, I. ſaw a girl watching ſome 

| ſheep, u upon whom, with threats and i ImPrecations, 
* T conteniered arape, to my ame ep bo 


. 
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Aer ſpending. chews wales; mathe. * wy s 
' | ' commiſſion of theſe daring felonies, one or other | 
of which was perpetrated in almoſt, every, county 
| in this kingdom, and for which I had: always 
| the fortune to paſs with, impunity; I left Ba- 
| fingſtoke and directed my ſteps towards Oxford,. 
| which city I had never before ſeen. One night 
in converſation, concerning the American war, 
the importance of his -majeſty's fleet and dock 
Vards was the favourite argument; and. it was 
with ſatisfaction I heard every one agree, that 
* ſafety, che welfare, and even 9 
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ble; and the more it was: canvaſſed, eee 


; n was ne pf: 90 n cancluun 
Fry ? 5415 chk * > 
11 is 1 > 5 5 force his canverſas - 
tion kept poſſeſſion of my mind. I believe. is + : 
never left me afterwards. In the night I had 4 
thouſand ideas, and all tended to ſhew how impor - 
tant would be the event in favour of America; 3 
provided theſe dock yards and ſhipping could be 
deſtroyed. The more I conſidered it, the more 
plauſible was the undertaking, and the more 
Ager found myſelf to becoine the. inſtrument 
of it. * N 
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Lo dent two 3 in the conteraplation of this 
malicious deſign, and/promiſed myſelf immortal 1 
honour in the accompliſhment of it. I beheld it 
in the light of a truely heroic' enterpriſe, Tock” as 
never would have been equalled' ts the end of | ] 
time. I was perſuaded it would enticle me to tile 

firſt rank in America; and flattered myſelf wick 4 

the 8 of err the admiration of the | 


4 . * 


e 1 eQaÞ 1 
With theſe "IM ith I ſet off for 
Portſmouth, to inform myſelf of the par 


Gruation, a as alſo of the materials and ſtores With 
a 5 if 1 _ which | 


— 


1 
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of Mr. Golding, . a. painter, at Titchfield, 


was anſwered fully to my ſatisfaction. I fre- 


quently attended the yard, acquainted myſelf 
with every part of it, and learnt the contents of 


count of all the ſhips of war in the harbour, 
„„ and number of men. I alſo took a 
be of the fortifications unnoticed by the cen- 
tinols, the number of guns mounted on them, 


ſiecurity in which 1 found all orders of men in 
. different departments; and this obſtrva- 
N occurred to me ſo ſtrong, that it removed 
all apprehenſions of difficulty in carrying my den 
$28 into enden. | 

o 

9 From hence 1 went, to ' Plymouth, his 1 


5 


quainted 


ON + 


v U 


Which theſe magazines were 1 1 * 7 
= well aware, that the collecting ſatisfactory infor- 
4 mation would be a work of time. - therefore, 
= ſoon after my arrival, entered into the employ 


with a deſign. to prevent ſuſpicion of my real 
buſineſs. I made enquiry, as it were by acci- 
dent, concerning the ſtrictneſs of the guard, and 
the admiſſion of ſtrangers into the dock yard. I 


near all the ſtorehouſes, and ſo particularly, that a 
1 formed a very accurate plan of it. I took ac- 


and their weight of metal. I did not omit re- 
| D the careleſſneſs of the watch, and the 


. 9 LY 


found dug much in the ſame ſituation. I a0. 


JAMES AIT EE N. | 
quainted myſelf with every afro diagh was 
neceſſary for my buſineſs. 1 paid ſtrict attention 
to the fortifications, the ſhips of war, and the 
greatneſs of their Jorce. I placed myſelf in te 
way of all buſineſs, learnt the particulars of every” - 
thing that was going forward; and examined the 
contents of every ſtore-houſe, without railing 

the leafs ſuſp! nnn or PR W oy be . 
| "__ 5 f 
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N next ain to viſe Chatham, . the p 
Game circumſpect attention, and in which I con- 


1 ducted myſelf with the ſame ſucceſs. From hende 


I went to the yards at Wodlwich and Deptford, | 
and in both places informed myſelf of every thing 
material; for though they are much inferior πFHw 
the foregoing, yet I thought them of too wn 8 
conſequence to eſcape me. 


5 


1 


. 


Having ſpared no labour in "i this 
general ſurvey, I formed a deſign of going over | 
to America, to lay my plans and obſervations. 
before the Congreſs, as well as to procure thein 
ſanction to the undertaking. But I was not awara 
of the difficulty of getting a paſſage; I had og 
courſe to every method, and conſulted a number 
of ſchemes, but all combined to ſhew the impoſſi- 125 
nur pf. the attempt, which at, beſt was very ha- 
zardous. 
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- zardous.. The great expectations 8 that 
1 had formed of proſperity, began to diſappear, 
and all the labour and fatigue I had undergone 
in collecting my information, was likely to go 
mien. wer 1 n in a 10 of peer rr 


© Ee. t N }i4.bafs 


But che devili is ſeldom long i in furniſning de 
means of carrying on any wicked negotiation. 
The recollection of Mr. Silas Deane and Dr. 
Franklin, at Paris, ſpeedily removed all my ap- 
prehenſions, and I once more ſet to buſineſs with. 
redoubled vigour. I re-examined all my plans}. 
| threw my obſervations into proper order, and ſe- 
creted them in a private part of my cloaths, to 
prevent an accidental diſcoveryz and having 
made every other neceſſary preparation for my 
departure, I made the beſt of my way to Canter 
oy and Dover. _ 


- When at Dower, 'F was whder ſome ately} 
concerning the taking a paſſage, leſt any accident 
or ſuſpicion ſhould ariſe, ſo as to diſcover | my 
real buſineſs. In theſe, and ſuch like perplexing , 

” —— I: ſpent almoſt two days, when to re- 
move the danger and dread of being ſearched, 1 
8 hired a ſmall failing boat to take me over. I em- 


e with my. two ton, and in leſs than nine 
: h hours 
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hours landed at Calais, without degli difi- - 
culty. I now Found myſelf in à country with 
which I was utterly. unacquainted but havi 

formerly had - a tolerable knowledge | of French, | 
I made my way pretty readily and e to 


„„ 


fie, and ſometimes walking on kan 5 1 


"My firſt enq quiry at Paris, was to N Had. out the 
lodgings of Mr. Silas Deane. | | called upon him 
at two digte times, but did not meet "wich him 

at Home. I ar laſt ſaw him on the Pont Neuf in 
Paris, where 1 addreſſed him, and requeſted. { 
rivate interview, having ſome information to | 
communicate of k reat importance to Amerieg, 


4700 


He treated ine at rſt with great caution and in: 
difference, and would ſearce hear what 1 had o 
ſay; but finding my ſolicitations very earneſt, he 
deſired I would meet him the next Fnoenlng: 2 
Wann 5 | on 7h 2 1. M 64 3-433 OS 4 


Þ called on him at the time = pooled. 390 Fe”; 94 
5 conducted i into an elegant apartment, w here .be 4 
| was waiting for me. To make myſelf of as 
” rapch conſequence as 'poflible, and to appear 
a little above the common claſs, I informed him 
that T had à plantation in America, which bi "I 
5 e would be laid walte * Britiſh army: 
| T 
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dba L wanted to go into America on that a0 
count, as I would defend it to the laſt drop 'of 
blood. That 1 found i impoſſible to get a paſ- 


+ 


ſage from England, without being ſuſpetted, 


And ſhould be obliged to him to put me into a 


method of going from thence. That I was an 


utter enemy to Great Britain, as T underſtood he 
was, and had the intereſt of America ſo much at 
heart, that I would readily undertake any exper 
Artion, though” ever ſo dangerous, i in its behalf. 
That 1 was juſt arrived from England, where 
the generalky of people were much divided 
againſt govetnment; and the greateſt part de- 
cClared in favour of America, | whoſe ſtruggles 
againſt the miniſtry they hoped would be ſucceſs- 
ful. That 1 had myſelf contrived a ſcheme, 
Which; if properly carried into execution, would 
effectually deſtroy the power of the miniſtry, and 
throw the kingdom into the Ereãteſt canfiions 
if not into the hands mw Amer 
Hie expreſſed | great . at my y converſation; 
and defired me to give him: an explanation of my. 
meaning. I anſwered, that it was generally al. 
lowed, that the dock yards and ſhipping: belong - 
ing to Great Britain, were the 550 men 


t had. over Aragon, 3 


_ - 
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dence. upon them, lulled the people. into | the 5 J | 
greateſt care leſſneſs and ſecurity, That 1 had i it 4 


in my power, by an invention of my own, effec, 
tually to deſtroy: all the dock yards, and, I be- 


lieved, the greateſt: part of the ſhipping, with- 75 


PTY 


out the aſſiſtance of any other man, or even a | 


bein 8 ſuſpected bed the enemy. 


I then produced. the plans I had ehen of the: 5 


Gat yards, fortifications, &c. and informed 
bim of the knowledge I had acquired of every 


particular ſtorehouſe and magazine in the diffe- 


rent docks, the free acceſs which ſtrangers of all 


kinds had into them, and the facility with N 


the whole might be ſet” on fire, if attempted by 
an induſtrious active _ perſon. That I ſhould | 


have no objection to undertake it myſelf, pro- 
vided I was aſſured of being countenanced 
by America, and properly rewarded: but if I 
failed in the attempt, I * not accept . _ 


LT 


| = reward. | 
: 51 


Mr. Deane replied, that he could _ help! ? = 
looking upon it as an enterpriſe bordering” 


upon madneſs, and ſtarted a number of difficul. 


ties which TX ſuppoſed had eſcaped me, and 
which he was too well aſſured would attend 


fuch a e were it ever ſo well N 


- 


| That 


— 
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That without the greateſt circumſpection, 
feverance, and moſt profound ſecrecy, a Miſco. 
very was inevitable. That he thought it im- 


peoſſible to effect the ſcheme in the day time, and 


3 be ſhut in for a whole night, was for many 
fraeaſons very dangerous, unleſs it was poſſible to 
ſcale the walls. That he apprehended the fire 
2 would make its appearance before I could have 
time to eſcape; and the conſequences of a detec- 


tion would be fatal. For ſhould it come out 


that America was privy to it, he feared it would 
be of as much injury to the cauſe, as the entire 
accompliſhment of it would be ſerviceable. He 
concluded with deſiring me to attend at the ſame 
hour in the morning, to leave the drawings and 
obſervations, for his conſideration in the mean 
time, and on no account to. drop a hint of my 
| buſineſs at Paris, or my knowledge of him, or 
| evento 5 0 a word c mn the affairs of 


20 IM began to promiſe myſelf that good for- 
tune of which, at my firſt ſetting off in life, I 
was diſappointed. I retired to my lodgings, and 
ſpent the night in contemplating the ſucceſs my 
ſcheme was likely to meet with, in the approba- 
tion of Mr. Deane, and determined to improve 
every opportunity of gaining the good opinion 
ca man, whoſe friendſhip was ſo eſſential to my 
e 6 "a 


JAMES AITKEN.” 7 he, it 
At the hour appointed, T made a ſecond viſit 


to Mr. Deane, who told me he had well conſi- 


dered the matter, and could not help ſtill lo- 
ing upon it as a very deſperate ſcheme; but 
notwithſtanding, if I was clear in my own opi- 
nion that it would be attended with ſucceſs, and 
had reſolution enough to overcome the almoſt 
inſurmountable difficulties attending it, I might 
tely upon every aſſiſtance he could give me; but 
that, for his own part, he concluded i it was im- 
practicable. I replied, that it was very natural 3 
for him to be of that opinion, who was unac- 


quainted with the management of dock yards, 


and knew nothing of my method of communi- 
cating the fire. That 1 had invented a. portable 
machine, of ſuch dimenſions as to carry in my 
pocket, and which when charged with combuſti- 


ble matter and lighted, was ſo contrived as not to 


emit any rays of light; that T could place them 

in as many different ſtorehouſes or veſſels as 1 
pleaſed, without the leaſt difficuity; ; and that by 
the help of a certain compoſition, I could keep 

them burning any given number of hours, ſo as 
to make my e ſixty or ſeventy miles from 
the place, before the fire ſhould break out, or 
be diſcovered. That a large quantity of theſe 
| machines might be made a at a {mall expence, as 


1 


cheap, 


„ Nu LIPE. of. 
cheap. a to be met with almoſt every where. 
That the only difficulty would be in procuring 

an ingenious fellow to make them, as much de- 


pended on the e and * oe the 
workmanſhip, 


* 


Tbis information was very ſtrictly attended to, 
and ſeemed to have great weight with Mr. Deane, 
who requeſted me to give a deſcription of the 


machine in the beſt manner I could, which 1 did, 


by the following plan and explanation, much to 
his Ranken. | 
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44 Repreſents ; a tin WR made in a long ſquare 
form, well ſoldered together,” the ſides nearly ; 

| coking at the top, where they fall towards each 
ER other 


5 R 
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ther! in 4 ſhelving direction. bb A ſmall wooden 
box, filled with combuſtible matter, and fitted 
ſo exactly to the caſe, as to have no viſible ſepa- 
ration. cc Shews a lighted candle, with its end "LE 
fixed in the box of combuſtible matter, by means 
of a hole made through its_top for that purpoſe, | 
and through which the candle, when burnt be- 
low the ſurface of the box, communicates itſelf : 
to the combuſtibles. 4d Repreſents a plate of 
tin, fixed near the top of the caſe, and punched. 
full of very fine holes, fo as to admit particles. alt - 
air ſufficient to keep the candle burning, with-, 
out being ſo large, as to diſcover the light. 
ee Shews the extremity of the wooden box, which 
having no bottom, is ſet: upon any materials, 
ſuch as hemp, pitch, tar, er &c. intended: | 
to be ſet on fire. 0 | 


Mr. Beane . bis SE: of this 
contrivance, by ſaying, that he now believed the 
icheme was practicable. He aſked me how much 
money I ſhould expect, in order to make an at- 
tempt at Portſmouth, which being a place of the . 
firſt conſequence, ought to be the firſt object. ＋ 
replied, that little or no money would be wanting 
at preſent; that if I had a ſufficiency to carty me 
into England, I ſhould deſire nothing more till 
3 had earned it. He deſired to Know, in caſe "= 

C | ſuc- 


3 | es 'LISH vo. 


1 ie kind of reward I ſhould expat. 


| I told him that I had always an inclination to go | 


into the army, and therefore expected a commil- 
fion in the American ſervice; but as for any thing 
further, I ſhould leave that to him, who I doubted 


not would fee me rewarded in e to my 


ts: 3 


5 He paid ſome encomiums upon the moderation 


of my demands; but enjoined the ſtricteſt caution 
and ſecrecy. He ſaid that human affairs were all 


uncertain, and that though every thing ſeemed to 


conſpire to enſure ſucceſs, yet, by one inadver- 


tent ſtep, perhaps the whole undertaking may be 


fruſtrated. That as J appeared to have taken 
great pains hitherto: in raiſing this ſcheme to ma- 
, turity, he hoped no endeavour would be wanting 
in bringing it to an iſſue. That he had a friend 


in London, to whom he ſhould communicate the 
ſecret, and would. recommend me to his - eſteem, 


# and. direct him to advance ſuch ſums as 1 ſhould 
in this buſineſs have occaſion for. That he would 


give me a direction to him, but that I ſhould not 


call upon him till I had effected the buſineſs at 


Portſmouth, after. which I ſhould immediately 


make. the beſt of my way to London, and he 


would ſecrete me till the rumour of the fire was 


| abated, and the danger of ſuſpicion. at an end. 
i That then, I. thould proceed & to . and to 


the 


— 
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we other places I had before viſited, and ds 
care and deliberate ſagacity Which fo great an en- 
terpriſe required, endeavour to complete a total 
deſtruction. Wben this, was effected, I hauld 
take the firſt veſſel, and return to France, where 
Theol met with every reward which , 
neſs of my ſervices wall Srirle me tp expect. 


- The earneſtneſs. with which Mr. B ge- 
bvered theſe admonitions, made à very deep im- 
preſſion. If I had before been diſaffected to the 
_ cauſe, I ſhould now have applied myſelf o it with 
double ardour. I aſſured him that I needed no 
precautions, that 1 had elready undergone 
mote perils in arriying at my information, than 
would attend the burning of a whole 
That I thought no time ſhould be loſt 1b making 
my departure, and therefore, with his feave, would 
ſet off immediately. He replied, that it was apt - 
impoſſible bur ſome gljectiens or di: ficulties may 
ariſe in my going out of that kingdom, which 
would both retard my journey, and cauſę my bi- 
ſineſs to he enquired into, Ii prevent this, be 
would put me in a way to procure a pals from 
under dhe hand of the king of France, which 
world greatly facilitate wy Journeys and not de- 


c tais me aheve to flays longer. He put about three 


pounds Engliſh money ipto, my Hand, and à di- 


den i9 his friend in Longdan, which, be ſaid, 
CT 2 1 would 
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would anſwer all demands for caſh, ) en ene 
n . 5 mweleperte about me enge 7 
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86 ſoon as the pas was pewüred 1 fet off b. very 


| -well ſatisfied for Calais, where I found it of great 


' ſervice. I got into a veſſel, and had a very ſhort 
paſſage to Dover, which place I immediately left, 
and took the road to Canterbury. In this city T2: 
thought it prudent to prepare my apparatus for 
the fire, which being at a great diſtance from 
Portſmouth, would give no room for ſuſpi picion. 
4 applied to a brazier to procure the tin caſe; but 
finding it impoſſible to make him underſtand my 


directions, I had recourſe to his apprentice; who 


- being more tractable, ſoon completed the job. I 
then got a little box made exactly to fit the bottom 
f the caſe, and purchaſed a quantity of inflam- 


mable articles to charge it with. I alſo ordered at 
another ſhop in this city, two more inſtruments 


of the ſame kind; but finding them ſo long in 
hand, and thinking i it improper to remain many 
days in one place for fear of being obſerved, I 


2 ſet _ ror ER 1 nen * _ once. 


Kere 1 ſpent two aue, in hath freſh 
"obſervations on the ſhipping and dock-yard, after 
which, I ſet out for London, in order to take the 
road for Portſmouth. When in London, I thought 
it adviſeable to provide myſelf with ſuch further 
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articles, as were likely to be wanted in the per- 
petration of this infernal buſineſs. I purchaſed a 
pair of ſcrew - barrel piſtols, reſolving, if any man 
ſhould detect or moleſt me, to kill him on the ſpot. 
I allo procured ; a, piſtol- tinder · box, a quantity of 


tinder, a gallon of the ſpirits of turpentine, and 8 


quantity of nitre. Theſe I. packed up in the 
moſt careful ene and the next day began. . 
Jour „ 3 
i * at Portſmouth on Thurſday evening 
the gthof December, 1776, and immediately began 
to lay down a plan of operations. I concluded, 
that in ſo large and populous a place, a number 
of fire engines were moſt probably kept, and. 
that on the firſt, alarm, they would fly to the aſſiſt- 
ance of the dock, and perhaps extinguiſh the fire, 
before any conſiderable. damage could, be done. 
"I prevent this, I thought i it would be neceſſary | 
to ſet the town on fire at the ſame time in two 
different parts, imagining that the ſurpriſe and 


conſternation which it would naturally occaſion, ; 


would prevent people” from giving aſſiſtance to 
either, *tilF the flames Had made ſuch [progres as 


= 
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Wee and by the affiſtance of 'th& moon; 
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; which ſhone very bright, to find out ſuch houſes. 
as were built principally of timber, and in ſitua- 
tions likely to do the moſt damage. I ſpared no 
labour in this ſearch, and was careful to deter- 
mine on fuch houſes as had no party walls to 
repel the flames. In the morning 1 applied at 
tts of theſe houſes for lodgings, one of which 
| was occupied by Mrs. Boxell. I agreed with her 
for them, and deſired to fee my apartment; which 
| ſhe complied with. I appeared very well ſatisfied 
| with it, as indeed it would have anſwered my 
| priftpoſe extremely well. I left my bundle with 
| her, and ſaid 1 ſhould return in the evening. 
From hence J went to à public houſe, refreſhed 
1 myſelf, and engaged | alſd for a bed. My next 
care was to viſit the dock yard, to wait an op- 
ll portunity for placing the combuſtibles; and hav- 
ing fixed upon ſuch a ſituation as was moſt 
5 ; likely to anſwer my end, 1 returned to my lodg- 
| ings for the tin caſe, the box of inflammable 
materials, ipir rits of turpentine, tinder- box, &c. 3 
with which 1 returned about two o'clock into 
the dock yard. My firſt intention was to ſet fire 
| to the hemp-houſe, in which I ſecreted myſelf 
behind a large mow or bundle of hemp, ſup- 
poſing there was no danger of being diſcovered, 
although a number of men were employed in 
different . of the n. I found this 
mo 
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mo of hemp ſo hard and conſolidated, chat T - 
was afraid when the fire came to it, that it would 
not burn; and it was with great difficulty that 
1 could - looſen it. 1 pulled off my coat with a 
_ reſolution of opening a cavity in its fide, in 
which I intended to place the machine; but this 
not being practicable, I got together a quantity 
of hemp that lay about, and having made a pile 
againſt the mow, I placed the machine upon it, 
but firſt ſprinkled a quantity of ſpirits of turpen- 
| tine upon the top of the pile, and covered the 
whole over with ſome freſh hemp. In this fitua- 
tion I left the machine, intending to go in about 
two hours afterwards to ſet it on fire. But left 
this ſhould not take proper effect, or be extin- - 
guiſhed before it could communicate itſelf to other 
parts of the yard, I thought it would be more ef. 
fectual to ſet fire to ſome other ſtore-houſe alſo. 
In walking round the yard, I obſerved the 3 2 
houſe open, into which I went, and having g . 
all over it, up ſtairs and down, I pitched upon 
room containing a parcel of ropes and ſome ty : 
which I thought a very proper place to ſet on fire. 
I went away, and returned with two quarts of 
| the ſpirits of turpentine, ſome gunpowder, and 
ſome touch- paper which I had previouſly made. 
1 drew the cork from one of the bottles, and hav- 


2 ing prepared a train of hemp ſoaked in the ſpirits, 
2 : 8 4 | : Pp filled 
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J filled the neck of the bottle therewith, which I 
placed among the ropes, and covered it over with 
a quantity of refuſe hemp, which I found laying 
about. I placed the bottle upon its ſide, and put 
the end of the train of hemp into a paper of dry 
- gunpowder, and having covered the whole lightly 
over with hemp, I ſprinkled the remaining ſpirits | 
of turpentine upon the whole. I now pulled out 
muy piſtol tinder- box, and endeavoured to ſtrike a 
light, in order to ſet it on fire; but the tinder being 
either damp, or badly burnt, would not take fire. 
Ihe attention with which I was endeavouring to 
light my match, prevented me from obſerving the 
time, and therefore, when I had found it impoſ- 
ſiuhle to ſtrike a light, and was preparing to go to 
my lodgings, I found myſelf locked into the houſe. 
I was a little uneaſy upon this occaſion, for fear 
of raiſing ſuſpicion, particularly. as I ſhauld be 
obliged to appear again to light the matches, 
which 1 had now failed in. I went from one end 
Of the building to the other, which was of a pro- 
| digious length, and tried. every door I could find; 
but all was faſt. I went up ſtairs very gently for 
fear of being heard, intending to make my eſcape 
from one of the windows; but this I alſo found 
1 impoſſible, I then went back to the door at which 
I came in, and knocked for a conſiderable time. 
Ar laſt a Jad came up = aſked who was you ? 
ml 
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I told him I was a friend, and had come into the 
3 out of curioſity, having never been at 
Portſmouth before, and while I went up ſtairs to 
ſee this great building, ſomebody had locked up 
the doors, I therefore begged he would let me out. 
He went away to call ſome other perſon, who di- 
rected me to a certain door in the building, at 
which he ſaid I might let myſelf out. In order to 
allay their ſuſpicion, I appeared to be very igtio- 
rant in every reſpect, and aſked them a number of 
{imple queſtions, for I very en N 0 DE | 
taken into cuſtody. 


1 went to a public houſe i in a back 1 to 
deten myſelf, and from thence to my lodgings at 
Mrs. BoxelPs. I went to bed, and ſlept till about 
five o'clock in the morning of Saturday the 9th 
of December, when I ſtruck a light, and got 
up. My firſt buſineſs was to mix up proper 
combuſtibles to ſet that houſe on fire, and the 
public houſe I had before taken lodgings at. 
The preparation I had made conſiſted of gun- 
powder, roſin, turpentine, nitre, &c. which I 1 
intended to have placed under the beds, to have 
locked up the doors, and carried the keys awey 
in my pocket, to prevent a diſcovery before the 
bedding had taken fire. I alſo made a quantity 
. of freſh tinder out of an old ſhirt I had torn up 
for "IO n the {moke of which, attended 

"_ 
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with the. . ſmell occaſioned * the in⸗ 
flammable articles, 1 7 Mrs. Bexell; wha 


. in a violent paſſion burſt open the door, aſked 


2 " - 


FEES Ea —- — — —-—-ͤ 
- — — — — 


— — IEIIDIe = 99 A = 


| 
th 
+ 


— — 


* = r —— — — — ꝛũ—k 
Sane r SI 
— — — > =o 5 ” 


—_ ad. 


IRE 


— — 


: — — — 


* 


me whether I was ſetting the room on fire, and 


inſiſted upon my leaving her houſe, ſaying, ſhe. 
was ſure I could have. no good deſign. Find- 
ing her in earneſt, I thought it moſt prudent to 
quit her lodgings without entering into further 
|- diſpute, which could only tend to injure my . 
ſineſs; ſo I took my bundle, and walked almoſt 
two hours round Portſmouth Common, to ſeek 
for another lodging. Obſerving a houſe in North- 
ſtreet, which ſeemed likely to anſwer my purpoſe, 
vent in and agreed for a lodging, ſaying I was 
_ going a little way out of town, but ſhould re- 
turn in the evening, in the mean while deſired the 
2 of the houſe, Mrs. Cole, to e care of 
my dundle, EE, 7 55 


My next abjett was to 3 the bush 
in the dock yard. I went firſt to the hemp- 
| houſe, and after waiting a ſafe opportunity, got 
into the room where I had left the materials, 
ſtruck a light with my piſtol tinder-box, and 
| lighted the candle which I had before placed in 
the tin caſe under the hemp. I ſince find that 


| this machine did not take effect, owing, as I ima- 


| gine, to its being covered over with too much 
Haile which obſtructed the air from entering the | 
little 


CY 
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Lite 1 pales in the top of the machine in Tuch 
quantity as was neceſſary to keep the candle butn- 
ing; otherwiſe'this building would have been in 
flames at the ſame” time with the 'roje-houſe. 
Having, as I thought, effectually compleated my 
bufineſs here, I directed my ſteps towards the 
rope-houſe, and after waiting almoſt two hours, 
I took an opportunity of lighting the match that | 
communicated to the gun-powder, which 1 be- 
lieve took effect in about an hour and an half. 
The inſtant 1 had finiſhed, I quitted the dock 
yard, intending to go immediately to ſet fire to 
both my lodgings; but meeting a perſon near 
the dock gates who knew me when I worked at 

Titchfield, during the time I was making my 
obſervations, and ſeeing him look at me very 

ſtedfaſtly, and recollecting at the ſame inſtant the 
affair at Mrs. Boxell's, I ran very precipitately 
out of town, without giving myſelf time to call 
for my bundle, dreading an information, and the 
conſequence of deins taken into W 


When * bad gone a little; way out of town, 1 
overtook a cart going from market; and in or- 
der to make more haſte, and be leſs obſerved, 
I prevailed with the woman who drove the cart, 

do give me a lift, telling her I had to go to Pe- 
| 1 that night, and would make her. any 
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: ſatisfaction. She took me into the cart, and 
drove with great ſpeed till we reached Kingſton, 
where ſhe got out to buy ſome pattens. Having 
done her buſineſs, ſhe drove on about a mile 
further, when her horſe getting weary, ſhe ſaid . 
he 'wanted water, and drove -to. a pond at the 
E road-fide. At this inſtant I looked round towards 
& Portſmouth, and faw the dock in a blaze; upon 
I which L jumped out of the cart without ſaying a 
word, and run for near four miles on the road 
to Petersfield, being till under great apprehen- 
fon of Mrs. Boxell's giving intelligence of D 
and bl: being e. | TS 


— — 
— — 
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mM hravelled all lake without: incermifion; maT 
arrived at Kingſton upon Thames about eleven 
o'clock on Sunday morning, where I ſtaid up- 
wands. of three hours to refreſh myſelf. About 
three o'clock in the afternoon I renewed: my jour- 
ney, and having walked ſomething more than two 
miles from Kingſton, I was overtaken by a poſt- 
chaiſe, which drove very faſt. I ordered the boy 
w ſtop, but being diſregarded and laughed at by 
bim, I ſprung cloſe up to the ſide of the chaiſe and 
diſcharged my piſtol, which was loaded with ſhor, 
through the glaſs window. Two gentlemen were 
in the carriage, who appeared very much fright- 
ed, but I. are they received no damage. I wag 
. ſoon 
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I oon after overtaken by a e Rage, by which 
TPO Tones. - | 3 


n my etivad' in tang [ 3 maya 
- out.of danger. I refreſhed myſelf at a little public 
houſe in Weſtminſter, and then made it my buſi 
neſs to find out Dr. Beneroft; the gentleman to 
whom I was directed by Mr. Deane, who lives in 
Downing Street, Weſtminſter. I was taken into 
a a parlour, and Dr. Bencroft in a few minutes came | 
to me. I told him my name was Actzen, that | 
was the perſon ſent by Mr. Deane from. Paris, to | 
burn and deſtroy the dock-yards. and ſhipping be- 
-Jonging to government. That I had ſet Portſ—- 
mouth dock on fire, which was then in flames, | 
and that Mr. Deane had directed me to apply to 
him, who he ſaid he ſhould communicate the ſe- 
cret to, and direct to ſupply me with what mo- 
_ ney I wanted, and to ſecrete. me. till ſuſpicion 
was over. He appeared ſomewhat ſurpriſed at 
this information, ſaid he knew Mr. Deane per- 
fectly well, but had never heard from him con- 
cerning this matter, and therefore ſhould have 
nothing to do with it. That at preſent he had 
company in the houſe, and not time to talk with 
me, but if I would go to the Salopian coffee- . 
Houſe, he would e come to me in n half a an 
hour. ä 


Fn 


a 


ED e LEE ww: 
About . o'clock, or ſome little time tha; 


: Pr. Bencroft came and fat down with me. I re- 
lated to him my whole converſation with Mr. 


Deane, my ſucceſs at Portſmouth, which he would 


ſee confirmed in the papers of to-morrow, and my 
reliance on him for money, and fuch other aſſiſt- 
ance as I ſhould want in the continuance of this 
F -icheme. After a ſhort converſation, Dr. Bencroft 
told me, that though he wiſhed Mr. Deane very 

well, and entertained a great-friendſhip for him, 


WU fchemes. That he lived and got his bread unter 
| this government, and mult therefore be excuſed 
from meddling i in this affair; nor would he en- 


| 

| 

| 
by j 

| 8 yet he would not have to do with ally of his | 
| 


courage me in my proceedings, and deſired me 


not to call at his houſe, or trouble him any more. 


- 


I anſwered, that I would not; but was ſorry to 


©. God” Mr. Deane was fo much deceived in him; 


| | and that though he was ſuch a friend to Great- 

Britain, I declared mylelf an utter enemy to it, 

and told him he wouid ſoon hear more of my 

; works at Plymouth to convince Him of it, and 
wiſhed him a good night. | 


1 e ar this treatment, 3 vexed 
At che diſappointment of receiving a ſum of money, 


N ] 1 could not ſleep the whole night. In che morn- 
ing, I got up early, and walked to Hammerſmith, 


5 el knowing which 8 had taken. I ſup- 
poſed 


OS 
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poſed that a diſcovery would now moſt likely be | 
made, particularly as Dr. Bencroft expreſſed him. 


ſelf in favour of government, and knew: of my | 


intention to proceed in the ſame way at Plymouth, | 
as I had juſt done in the dock at Portſmouth. 1 
went into an ale-houſe, I believe the ſign of the | 
Light Horſeman, called for pen, ink, and paper, 
and wrote to Dr. Bencroft on the occaſion, re- 


queſting him not to diſcloſe the circumſtances * | 


had related to him, as it would greatly injure his 
friend Mr. Silas Deane, and the cauſe of America, | 
and do himſelf no ſervice. Whether this had | 
any weight with him or not, I can't ſay, but 
believe he never diſcovered the tranſaction to | 
"the ON. 
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1 va my journey to Pho fomaini ll 
walking, and ſometimes taking advantage of the 
ſtages; but I never rode far at a time, for fear 
of being taken notice of by the paſſengers. My 
firſt ſtage: was to Oxford, from whence 1 went | 
to Hungerford, and having no money, applied to 
one Mr. Smith, a painter, of that place, for em- 
ployment. I worked for him about ten days, 
in the mean time having learnt where he kept his 
money, I broke open kis houſe, and ſtole four 
guineas, with which I made my eſcape to Briſtol. 
undiſcovered. I ſtaid here two days, 1 in order to. 
acquaint. myſelt _ the ſhi pping. L went on 
board 


m_ 


- 
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board nn of them, but at preſent attemptea 
nothing, my deſign being againſt another place; 
ſo that after making what obſervations I could, 
I ſet out for Plymouth. When I reached Exeter, 
I prepared a quantity of combuſtibles for ſetting 
frre to Plymouth dock. I never lodged twice at 
the ſame houſe, but removed from one end of the 
ton to another, to prevent being remembered. 
left Exeter the 26th of December, and arrived 
at Plymouth the 27th: I left my bundle at a 
houſe in the outſkirts of the town, where I had 
taken lodgings, and went with a deſign to viſi t 
the dock- yard; but to my great ſurpriſe found 


'F the guard ſtricter, and the admiſſion of ſtrangers 


objected to; occaſioned, as I was informed, by 
the burning of Porſmouth dock, which was ſup- 
che to have been purpoſely ſet on fire. 


0 I now * myſelf i in a worſe Bede than 
ecver. I had obſerved by the papers, that the 
9 damage at Portſmouth had not anſwered my 
® expectation, owing to the machine in the hemp- 

houſe not taking effect; and to be diſappointed 
here, would deſtroy my plan, as 1 intended, after 


1 ſucceeding at Plymouth, to have gone immedi- 
Wo ately to Paris, to conſult Mr. Deane, particularly 


as Dr. Bencroft had declined giving me his aſſiſt- 
ance, Os having any thing to do with it. I conſulted 
a num- 
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4 number of ſchemes to effect my purpoſe; but | 
all were impracticable. T walked ſeveral times 
round the walls, which are every where ſo high, £ 
that I could ſee no poſſibility of getting over. 
I knew perfectly well the very ſpot where the 
magazines of pitch, tar, and hemp were- ſituated, . 
and intended, could I ſcale the walls, to ſet them 
on fire. I ried: again for admittance into the 
yard, but could not ſucceed. I at laſt thought-of E: 
a rope ladder, having taken much notice of them 
at ſea. I went into a ſhop, purchaſed a quantity | 
of ropes, and carried them to my lodgings, which 
I ſtill continued to change moſt nights, ſometimes f 
— at Flymouth, and ſometimes at e 4 
oc 
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T went to work upon the b ropes, and i in leſs chan 
a day completed a very good ladder. My nekt 
care was to invent a faſtening to hang it on the 
wall. I applied to a ſmith, and directed him 
to make me two hooks very large and ſtrong; each | 
forming an angle, with one ſide much longer than 
the other. Having procured theſe, I faſtened one 
to each ſiqe of the top of the ladder, by means f 
a hole made at the extremity of the ſtem of 'the * | 
hooks to receive the cord. About one o'clock in 
the morning of the 29th of December, I made trial 
of my ladder, . which after - throwing upon the 


wall, four or five times, took effect beyond ex- 
—. Dans 
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pectation. * mounted the oil. in an. obſcure | 
lane, and on looking oyer L found the coaſt clear. 

I turned my ladder, and let myſelf down, into 
the dock: yard, uad ta ſet it on fire in , 


„ 


within about fifty yards of hs 9 I 
heard ſome of the centinels in cenverſation, od 
; not, being able to diſtinguiſh, their: words, | 
| imagining I; ſhould be ſeen, I renumed, Wen. 

elined making 8 furihen „ on the Next 


| _ 71 | _ 

| T2 now Battered myſelf with ae er ſuc- 
 ceetling; and made every neceſſary preparation 
for it. I diſcharged my lodging, and carried my 

bundle a little way out of town and hid it, in- 

8 rending 1 to ſer off the inſtant 1 had completed the 

X buſineſs. I returned into the town, and ſoon after 
midnight fixed my ladder, and mounted upon 
the wall. It was not moon: light, nor ſo. dark 
but there was a. poſſibility. of ſeeing obzedts at a 
little diſtance. T turned my ladder while I fat: 
upon the wall, but in attempting to go down, 
the hold gave way, and let me down with ſome 
bricks from the top of the wall. I was a litele 
frightened at this misfortune, particularly as 1 


obſerved a centinel at ſome little diſtance, walk- 
- "as 


—— 
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ing Backwards and forwards at his ſtarid ; who 
I dre ſay, Rad he heard the noiſe of the fall, 
anch ſeer rhe; would” Have ſhot me. I therefore 
walked a litrle further down, and having fixed 
my fadder, went back again, thinking I was 
too muel diſeoncertec᷑ at what had happened, to 
d the buſinels properly thay night. | | 


very moch vexed ar this di Appewübeln, | 
walked the firters the rewtainder of the night, | 
which was exceedingly cold. I had ſome 
thoughts of returning immediately to Briſtol, 
with art intent to ſer fire to tte Hipping, WBereirm 
J ſaw no dicuky; but the idea of giving up —— 
Plymotrf was ſo vexatious, that I determimed s 
make # freſh trial the next night, and to cart = 
my point, though ar the Bazar of my lifes” 1 
When day Tight” appeared; 1 went to a littie MY 
alechbuſe for refteſhment, faid F Had travelled” 4 
all night, and Kelten leave to by down, Xx 2 
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fatigned, mY in the king I walked once 1 
more round tlie walls, to fix upon a freſh place 
for an attempt. Between one and two oe lock in 
the morning, 1 proceetied with my ladder to 
another part of the yard; near the magazine of 
| pirch and tar, intending, to ſet that on 1 firſt. 
2 ol 1 ac- 
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'F accordingly provided myſelf with a machine 


well charged, plenty of freſh tinder, a. piſtol | 
tinder-box, ſpirits of turpentine, and other com- 


buſtibles, together with a piſtol loaded with 


ſlugs; and I ſet out with a great reſolution of 
| effecting my deſign that night. Having fixed 
my ladder, which generally took me about 8 
quarter of an hour, ſometimes more, ſometimes 
| leſs, as it depended upon chance, I mounted 
| the wall, and let myſelf down into the, yard, 
* without any noiſe or difficulty, and proceeded _ 
very gently. towards the magazine of pitch and 
tax, which was my firſt object. I paſſed ſeveral 
centinels at a little diſtance; but when I came 
| . nearer to the ſtore-houſe, I ſaw two centinels 
. walking backwards and forwards by the ſide of. 
it, ſo that I could not effect my purpoſe there. 
1 then went towards the hemp. houſe, intending 
. to fire that; but here again I was prevented by. 
the vigilance of the watch. I directed my ſteps | 
very ſlowly another way, but before I had got 
a hundred yards, I thought I. heard ſeveral 
voices in earneſt converſation, upon which, 
ſuppoſing ] was diſcovered, 1 ran back again 
as faſt as I could upon my toes, and having 
eh the * I FRY over the wall with 


all 
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all poſſible haſte, and ſet off RY for 3 
"HOPE: cs to be r N 


Hering gone ſo VIP as to think wl ouʒt 
of danger, 1 determined to make the beſt of _ 
my way to Briſtol; and, as I was diſappointed 
at Plymouth, reſolved to deſtroy Briſtol entire- 
ly, and all the ſhipping. I made very little 
delay upon the road, except at Exeter, where 
I purchaſed more combuſtibles of different 
kinds, as I intended to lay them in a number 
of ſtreets at the ſame time. From Exeter! 
came to Briſtol, ' and ſtopped at the ſhop of 


one Mr. Maſon, a painter, of whom I re- 1 


queſted leave to grind ſome charcoal upon his | 


_ colour-ſtone.' He treated me with great civi- | | 


lity, aſked me to eat and drink, and after | 
ſome converſation, told me I- was welcome to 
grind what I. pleaſed, I ftayed about three |} 
hours, and then proceeded to a remote part 
„ the town to . n. with . 


4 a at Briſtol on Monday the 13th f 
January laſt, and ſpent the whole of Tueſday 
the 15th in acquainting myſelf with the ſhip- © 
ping, upon which I intended to make the 
firſt ee ſuppoſing, if 1 had any ſucceſs, 
9 bey 
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they "would communicate the flames to the 
whole town, At night 1 paraded the town 
| all over, the better to acquaint myſelf with 
| the different ſtreets, and to find out where! 
| © Could do the moſt miſchief. The next day, 
being the 15th, 1 went to bed intending to he 

up all the enſuing night te effect my defign, 
having firſt peed all e in . for 
the Purpoſe, - 


About midnight, 1 is; with ts my 
materials, towards the quay. I got on board the 
Savannah Ig Mar, à Jamaica- man, and placed 


. - quantity of turpentine, rofin, pitch, &c. rounal - 


the mizen-malt, to wich I er Bre. I then went 
on board the La Tame, snother Jamaica-man, 
þ which lay at a little diſtanee, in which I al 
| placed 2 quantity of; aambyſtible matter, and 
jet fire to it. I then proceeded to another pant 
of rhe quay, and got on board the Hiberyia, an 
| Iriſh trader, in which I placed a like quantity 
of inflammable materials, and a quart bottle . 
ſpirits of turpentine, to which I al ſo ſot fie: I 
then broke open a warehouſe belonging to a 
| gruggiſt, in Cypher-Jane, ſuppoſing there were 
large quantities of pils and; ſpirits of different 
| Kinds, which ed occaſion a dreadful fire in 
| that 
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| that part of the tbwn. ſtt fire to a bor in che 
middle of the warehouſe, which I n 
would ſoa * to all yup of 1 „ .* 


171 

8 e as 1 ent cekedted my bulines 
very complete, I walked almoſt four miles out 
of town, and ſtaynd till near eight o'clock; 
in the morning; but not perceiving any thing 
of the dire, I returned to ſee whether it had taken 


effect, which I could do without ſuſpicion, as 1 


ſuppoſed people would fee chat I had guſt come 
into town. I went to the quay, where | obſerved 
one veſſel, the Savaunab la Mar, was much 
bumtg hut the fire in the other tuo, had gone 


out without taking effect. I alſo, found I had 
combuſtible matter burat out, without doing | 
any damage, which I thought very extraordinary, 
as I made ſure of burning all that part of the 

town by this means. I was moſtly vexed at the 


miſcarriage. among the ſhipping, as I found a 


ſtrict watch was to be kept up in future, 1 


rendered all further attempts upon them im 

practicable „I thought of one ſeheme, — 
which I had. ſom hopes of ſucceeding in. Ob- 
ſerving 4 vat aumber of barrels of pil upon 


che Quay, n ſiaaad very near a lide ef ſhips. 
20 — 9 4 | I con- 
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large quantity of combuſtible materials among 


them, to which J ſet fire, hoping by this means 
to burn all the ſhips that lay near: but herein 
alſo I found myſelf diſappointed; my matches 

went out without effecting the intended miſchief,” 
though greatly. to my mortification. 


11 retired to a freſn lodging, to prepare W- 


more copious undertaking, which I determined 
to put in execution the approaching night. 


I thought any further attempts upon the ſhips 


ö or quay, would be dangerous, and therefore 
| een that the only effectual method 1 


could take to accompliſh my bufineſs, would 


1 be to ſet the whole town on fire, by placing 


taken proper effect. I laid matches in upwards 


combuſtibles in a number of places at once, 


in all of which J was yung: _— N not n 
eee 8 


Abeut two O clock in has morning, 1 pro- 


"ceded to this buſineſs, having the evening be- 


fore fixed upon a number of warehouſes, which 
I. fuppoſed, as it was now Sunday morning, 


. would not be frequented, and therefore little 


danger of the fire being diſcovered till it had 
ef 
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of a dozen warchouſes, which I hands would 
take fire before day- light, and from their num- 3 
ber and ſituation be impoſſible to be got under, 
ſo that I promiſed myſelf I had accompliſhed 
the deſtruction of the whole town, or at leaſt * 
that 'part of it which was of moſt conſequence. | 
With this. perſuaſion I left Briſtol about ſix | | 
o' clock in the morning, and walked about three 
miles out of town, when turning round, I 


chougght the whole element was in flames, ſo © | 


dreadful was the appearance it had at that 
diſtance, which tempted me to return to be an 4 
eye-witneſs of the deſtruction I had wrou ght. 
On my nearer approach, the flames ſcemed. to 
| abate; but I found the whole city in coaſter- 
nation, and terror; though my ſcheme had not 
anſwered. my full intenſion. My matches ba- 
only taken effect in Quay- lane, among the 
warehouſes of Mr. Browne, bookſeller, which 
occaſioned a dreadful fire in that part of the 
town: in every other part I found my endea- 
vours had failed. To compenſate for this, 1 
determined to make a freſh attempt on the Sun- 
day night, and made every preparation for that 
purpoſe, Between one and two o'clock on 
Monday morning, I ſet about this buſineſs, 
but was prevented by the vigilance of the watch, 
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raiſed by the inhabitants of the city, to patrote 
the ſtreets, which obliged me t decline at. 
tempting any thing Kerther that night. 1 made 
ſeveral freſh attempts the Monday and Tueſday 
en following, but the patrole was too vigi- 
lant to allow me time to proceed, I therefore 


| if Briſtol, finding it 1 to eee 
| my as A | 5 


1 now determined to make the beſt of my 
way to Paris, to-acquaint Mr. Deane with My 
fſucceſs, and the behaviour of Dr. Bencroft. I. 


f was well affured he would reward me in ſuch 


a manner, as would enable me to return to finiſh 
the deſtruction of the docks, without ſuffering 
me to be in want of money, which obliged me 
to commit robberies, or break open heuſes, 
| wherever I went, I was at this time ſhort of 
money, having laid out confiderably for com- 
buſtible materials, and before. I could proceed 
to Paris, it was neceſſary I ſhould. have a: freſh 
ſopply; to carry me there. I thought of appiy- 


ing onde more to Dr. Bencroft for this purpoſe ;: 
but when I recollefted his former treatment, 1 


thought ir would anſwer no end. With theſe- 
"thoughts I reached Calne, where obſerving a 


| haberdather's drop, kept by one Mr, Lowe, 
which 
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which I thought might be eaſily broke pen. 
I determined to take a quantity of ſuch goods 
as I could eaſily fell upon the road. I went 
backwards and forwards a number of times by 
the ſhop door, to take notice of every thing I | 
could; but did not go into the ſhop. In the | 
night I found means to open the ſhutters of the | 
parlour window, and having thrown up the ſaſh, 
I got into the parlour and then into the ſhop } 
without making the leaſt noiſe, and ſtole maſlins, | 
and ſundry other things to the amount of up- 
wards of twenty pounds, wich which I got * 4 
2 me HON 8 1 nn, W 5 


1 vas to his little town, a Mr. La ; 
whoſe ſhop I had broke open, and Mr. Dal 
by, keeper of Andover Bridewell, had bo 
traced me, Mr. Lowe had got a deſcription, | 
of my perſon from his wife, who. obſerved me 
take particular notice of the ſhop, and con, 
cluded, the next day, that J had committed the 
burglary. Mr. Dalby had heard of my going | 
through Andover, and finding I anſwered the 
deſcription, of the perſon advertiſed in the pa- 
pers for ſetting fire to Portſmouth dock, he 
fer out in r purſuit of me, and took me at this 

7 town, 1 
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town, in whols cuſtody Mr. Lowe ound me 
on his arrival —_— after on 


4 tiken before the Hor Sir H. P. St. 
Jobs, Knt. who committed me to Odibam 
Bridewell, on ſuſpicion of breaking open Mr. 
| Lowe's houſe; but government having notice 
of my being in cuſtody, ordered me to the New 
Priſon, Clerkenwell, to be examined before Sir 
John Fielding, relative to the fire at Portſmouth, - 
Nothing appearing ſufficiently ſtrong I 
me to prove guilt in this particular, I was re- 
manded back to New Priſon, in order to be con- 
veyed to Saliſbury to take my trial for breaking | 
open Mr. Lowe's houſe; but my being decoyed | 
into the trap ſet for me by Mr. Baldwin, to 
whom [diſcloſed the whole of my proceedings 
. _ againſt government, has brought me to a 
death which the enormity of my erimes deſerve; 
but which, through ſincere repentance, I hope 
will be forgiven, as I n M r. Baldwin, and 


all the world. 


This is my true confeſſion, i in which I have 

: related every thing I can recollect, except a 
number of crimes of a more e petty nature, which 
| M have 
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1 have committed both now and in my more 


early life. But 1 beg forgiveneſs of all the world, 
as they would wiſh to be forgiven of God. And” 
I, for my part, freely forgive all mankind, | 


(none excepted) even as [ wiſh to be myſelf for- | 4 


given. 


Ge „ 
JAMES AITKEN. | 


The above i is a true copy of Tana Aitken's 
Confeſſi jon, delivered to me in Wincheſter Gen 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, the 7th, 8th, 
and gth, of . 1777. 1 a 
. W H 1 TE, 
Keeper of the ſaid Goal, 


On the acrnig of his exerution, is was con- 
yeyed, under a ſtrong guard, to Portſmouth 
White-houſe, where he was put into a cart, and 
taken into the dock yard. He was then drawn 
round the remains of the rope-houſe, which was 


one thouſand and eighty feet long, and deſi- 


red by the public to caſt his eyes upon 
the deſtruction his miſchievous * hands had 
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wrought, Ee replied; thas he renieinbered ie 
place perfectly welt, and that he was the perfor” 
who ſet it on fire; but could now make no re- 
paration, but; with his life. He- was then or- 
dered to the place of execution; but when he 
was going by the Commiſſioner's houſe, he de- 
ſired to ſtop to ſpeak to him. The Commiſſioner 
came forward, when the convict addreſſed him 


as follows: I have been guilty of a crime, 
<.whieh has been of ſome injury to govern- 


ment, but I hope it will make the Commiſ- 


0 e ſioners of his majeſty's dock yards more care- 
F | <a in future, particularly at Portſmouth and 


Plymouth, where an active artful man may 


do a deal of miſchief.” He was then drawn 
[ from the dock v to the place of execution. 


659 n . got upon . ſcaffold, he 1 <> 


| againſt the gibbet, and prayed very earneſtly for 
the ſpace of ten minutes. The halter was then 
put round his neck, with which he advanced to 
the ſide of the ſcaffold, and addreſſed the ſpec- 
tators, (which were re incredibly numerous) to the” 
| following effect: iy | 


Good . 1 am now going to ſuffer for 


i «a crime, the heinouſneſs of which deſerves a 


2 nere ſevere 8 than what is going to 
3 OO 
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* be- inflicted. My life. has been long ſorfened 
<« by the innumerable felonies I have formerly 
« committed; but I hope God, in his great 

* mercy, will forgive me; and I hope the pub- 

lic, whom I have much injured; will carry theis 
< reſentment no further, but forgive me, as [ 


” freely forgive all the world, and pray for me, | 


* that I may have forgiveneſs. above. I have 


made a, faithful confeſſion of every tranſaction 
of my life from my infancy to the prefent time, 
< particularly the malicious intention E had of 
** deſtroying all the dock yards in this kingdom, 

* which I have delivered to Mr. White, and 


cc * defired him to have printed, for the ſatisfac - j 
* tion of the public. I die with no enmity in 
* my heart to his majeſty and government, but ö 


** with the miniſtry ſucceſs in all their under- 
2 and I hope my untimely end will be 


A warning to all perſons, not to commit the 
5 like atrocious offence.” 


Mr. White then addrefite the podle, 1 hd 
had the confeſſion jaſt mentioned, and would 
rake care to have it printed. That he thanked 
them for the great order and decency they had 


kept up, and was particulary obliged to Philip. 


þ 
| 


1 
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Varlo, Eſq; mayor of Portſmouth, tor his great ; 


| civility and aſſiſtance in in proFicungs the borough * 


"Ie ; L ——_ on 4 2 . 25 7 = -” 
of = and attending Gate: in p. 
That he was happy in dee 5b e Fo 4 
caſt upon the priſoner in his laſt moments, wh. 
was ſenſible of the FORE of his ee and 
e to ſuffer the law. e 4 
-T he and 3 a 100 eines an 
on giving the ſignal, he was drawn up by 
. to the top of the gibbet, which was made 
of the mizen maſt of the Arathuſa frigate, and 
pas ſixty- four feet and a half high. He i 
one hour, and was then taken down, and 
F hung in chains on Block-houſe-Boirir, at rac 
"av 8 f Portinouth Harbour. k e 
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